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23 January 2011
2010/11 66th VS Australian Championships - Race Secretary Report
Smiles all round.  That’s what I saw at the just completed nationals.  The VS class took a step from out of our comfort zone to head to Kangaroo Island for the series but I think all that attended are glad they made the effort & will certainly recount the experiences and memories for years.

Not to say that it was easy.  A quick review of the damage list includes a car, a motor, a quad, numerous rudders & sails, a nose & several egos.  But overcoming adversity is what makes success taste that much better.  Watching the boys on Wobbygong claim a heat win on scratch after the first day when they thought the boat would be going home in a box was fantastic.  And it wasn’t a fluke.  Similarly Add 123 didn’t give up when the early conditions were trying, bouncing back to beat the hotshots in several heats.  By the last day all crews were well at ease with the conditions and produced spectacular sailing.  A quick look at the photos will show why the locals were in awe of the VS’s.  Those that couldn’t make the trip look out – everyone who went will have stepped up a notch or two.
As for the hosts – fantastic.  In short, very friendly and extremely accommodating.  A great group of people who went out of their way to make our series a success.  On and off the water.  And the club house and facilities were perfect for our needs.  If it were not so far away I’m sure it would become a regular venue for us.  Thank you all at KI.
So to the racing.  Due to the distance, we had a smaller than usual fleet, but the 9 boats that did attend were all of high quality.  Just check the race results.  On the open waterway the courses were good and fair, and provided enough room for overtaking and a good ride.  The conduct of the fleet was outstanding, with no recalls or the need for protests, despite much close racing on course.  Well done… 
The Results?  On scratch Firestorm were consistent in all conditions to claim 1st.  Runaway 2nd were always in contention and also had great speed, but just didn’t get the breaks at crucial times.  Ol’ Yella was one of the lighter crews in the regatta and sailed well for 3rd overall, winning a heat along the way.  A great result considering Meika joined Col & Adam just for this series.   

The Handicap title was very closely contested.  Going into the final day five boats were in contention for the top position.  In the end a moderate breeze & good sailing saw Purple Headed Warrior take the title by a few points.  This was a great result for a crew that sailed together for the first time in the invitation series then had to undertake major repairs after the first 2 heats.  Well done Peter, Steve & Ryan.  Wildtrack hung on to claim 2nd position by 1 point from Battleship, themselves a point clear of Wobbygong 4th & Add 123 just another point behind in 5th.  To demonstrate how close the handicap series finished, changing PHW’s handicap by just 1 minute would have seen a 3 way tie for 1st & 2 boats equal 2nd.

In the other results, Firestorm retained the Coal Board shield.  Firestorm also won the very competitive Sid Peare Invitation Series from Runaway & Ol’Yella.      
John Hodda

VS Race Secretary.
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